PURPOSE OF THE CONTEST

THIS YEAR’S CONTEST

To provide training on communication
skills and public speaking experience. We
further purpose to afford each contestant an
opportunity to earn a college scholarship.
This is accomplished through completion
of all required phases of the contest,
conveying intellectual thinking, and
confident delivery of an original written and
oral presentation on the selected theme.
The goal of the scholarship award is for
students to receive financial assistance with
tuition, books, housing and other related
costs of attending an institution for higher
education.

The National Baptist Oratorical Contest will be held virtually this year, during the
National Baptist Congress of Christian Education Annual Session on Wednesday,
June 22, 2022 at 1:00 PM. We have made several updates to this year’s oratorical
contest guidelines and rules. An overview of these updates are detailed in the
following pages. This year’s contest will be streamed on all available platforms,
including but not limited to YouTube, Instagram, Twitter, Vimeo, Facebook, and at
the convention web page.

COMPETITION PREREQUISITES
Contestants must be high school students currently enrolled in their senior year
and graduating prior to August 2022. They must express intent of continuing their
education at a college or university.

3. The speech must be typewritten, saved, and submitted in a word document or
.pdf format in Times New Roman, 12 point black font, double-spaced.
4. The speech must progress logically, be correct in form and content, relevant,
and address the established theme and scripture.

The contestants will participate in a multiple-step process, including, but not limited
to:

5. There should be no typographical or grammatical errors in the final submitted
copy.

1. Competing in their church’s Oratorical Contest;

6. The speech must clearly document all references or copyrighted material cited
in the oration. All supporting documentation must be neatly printed, complete,
and accurate.

2. Competing in their local District Association Oratorical Contest;
3. Competing in their State Convention’s Congress of Christian Education
Oratorical Contest (the National Commission does not require that the contest
is held during the State Convention; that is the decision of the individual State);
4. Upon acceptance of the application of the State winner, virtually compete at
the National Baptist Congress of Christian Education Oratorical Contest, as a
delegate of a church registered for the 2022 Annual Congress Session.
The contestant chosen at the State level to compete in the National Baptist
Congress Oratorical Contest may be sponsored by either his or her local church,
the District or the State Convention.
ORGANIZATION OF WRITTEN SPEECH
1. Participants in this year’s oratorical contest are being asked to present
how the past two years of social justice, racism, and the pandemic has
impacted them and what the church, in general, has done to help them
understand what is going on in their generation and what it is they believe
that the church should be doing.
2. The speech must be original, prepared, and written by the contestant. The use
of quotes and wording not by the oratorical contestant must be properly cited
using the citation format of the orator’s choosing.

PRESENTATION OF THE VIRTUAL SPEECH
• Contestants’ video order will be randomly assigned and streamed during
the Congress. The contestant must stand, state the theme and begin their
memorized rendition of their written oration within the frame of the video
(without excessive gesturing or movement). Contestants are not allowed to use
introductions (name, church, location, etc) or reference protocols.
• The Contestant’s oratorical presentation must avoid speaking in sermonic
tones, using testimonials, and excessive gesturing.
• Contestants are not allowed to use special props, costumes, or clothing to
complement their oration.
ATTIRE
The contestants’ presentation attire is as follows:
• Males: Slacks, Suit Coats and Shirt with a Tie
• Females: Business Dresses or Business Suits
Submission and Upload:
(Submit all additionally required documentation by the specified deadline to the
oratorical commission at nbcoratorical@gmail.com)

VIDEO SUBMISSION

Contestants will record and upload the uneited version of the
oratorical presenation at the link to upload their video on the NBC
Oratorical website.

THE SUBMISSION VIDEO:

A.
B.
C.
D.

Must be recorded in horizontal orientation (not
vertical), on a tripod or stable platform;
Must be recorded in adequate lighting with adequate
sound (where the contestant is visible and their
speech is audible to the viewer);
May be recorded in a church (if available and safe)
or at another location in front of a plain background.
Avoid recording videos in living rooms, bedrooms,
kitchens, and bathrooms;
Must not be edited or altered in any way;

E.
F.
G.
H.

Must be of the contestant reciting their memorized
oration without use of a teleprompter or visual guides
(i.e. note cards, etc.);
Must be less than 6 minutes;
Must be submitted/uploaded in MP4 file or MOV file
format;
Must be uploaded by May 14, 2022 by midnight.

NOTE:

All due dates with
the exception of the

MAY 14, 2022
deadline are
flexible

TASK

DUE

RESPONSIBLE
PERSON

Distribution of Applications

ASAP

National Scholarship Commission

ASAP

Applicant(s)

ASAP

Local District President/Moderator

ASAP

State Congress President

May 14, 2022

State Congress President

Scholarship Applications Reviewed

June 6-10, 2022

National Scholarship Commitee

Notification of Scholarship Winners

June 13-17, 2022

Scholarship Commission Chair

Presentation of Scholarship Awards

June 22, 2022

Scholarship Commission Chair

Submission of Application to Local District
Presidents/ Moderators
Selection of one (1) Applicant. Forward the
package of all applications received and
indicate your selection to State Congress
President
Selection of one (1) Applicant. Forward the
package of all applications received and
indicate your selection to Scholarship
Committee
Application to Scholarship Committee

READY TO APPLY? (CLICK HERE)
You may also visit the National Baptist website for the link to apply. If you have any
questions or issues with your application, email nbcoratorical@gmail.com.
Definitions and explanations
• Sermonic tones refers to “whooping” or “singing” at the conclusion or during any
part of the oration.
• Testimonials refers to framing the body or content of the speech around a
personal testimony/story. This decision is made at the judges’ discretion.
• Excessive gesturing is determined at the judges’ discretion - contestant beware.
Limit all movement, including your hands, as excessive gesturing or movement
may result in disqualification.
2022 ORATORICAL COMPETITION CHECKLIST
1. Successfully advance through church, local, and state contests.
2. Ensure your church is registered to attend the virtual 2022 NBC
3. Complete application through the link to the form and email all additionally
required documents (i.e. written oration, most recent report card and headshot) by
May 14, 2022 to compete at the national oratorical contest.
4. Upload unedited oration video by May 14, 2021
5. Have a state representative confirm your participation and placement in the state
oratorical contest through email to nbcoratorical by May 14, 2022.
6. Receive confirmation of selection to participate in contest by May 21, 2022.

INSTRUCTIONS TO CONTESTANTS
The winners will be announced during the livestream of this year’s contest. The top
three winning contestants will also be notified by email, confirming their place in this
year’s competition. Please be sure to use the mailing address you wish to receive
your scholarship award at on your application.
The first place winner will receive $5,000, the second place winner will receive
$1,500, and the third place winner will receive $1,000. All participants will receive a
monetary award for their participation in the contest. All awards will be distributed
through mail following the Congress.
The top three winning contestants will receive an email from the Oratorical
Coordinator or designee immediately following the contest to complete all required
documents to receive their award scholarship award (including mailing confirmation
and W9 tax form). Be sure to respond in a timely manner.
NATIONAL BAPTIST ORATORICAL JUDGES
Regardless of your opinion, the Judges’ decision is final
The judges are selected prior to the NBC Oratorical Contest. Each judge receives
the guidelines and judge’s score sheet during the judge’s training session(s).
Each judge is scheduled to attend a training teleconference prior to the Congress
Session and will virtually attend a final review before reviewing contestant’s video
submissions. Each judge has attested to providing a fair and impartial scoring of
each contestant.
The judges will use the following criteria to rank each oration: composition, subject
matter, content, originality, delivery, memorization, vocal control, enunciation,
pronunciation, presentation, and mastery of material. The oration must be
memorized.
The judges will also give each contestant an intangible score (most commonly
used to describe things that are not recognized but not easily quantified) and in the
“event of a tie”, the contestant with the highest intangible score will be the winning
contestant.

NATIONAL BAPTIST CONGRESS REGIONS
NORTHEAST REGION:
Connecticut, Delaware, District of Columbia, Rhode Island, Maryland, New Jersey, New York, Maine,
New Hampshire, Massachusetts, Pennsylvania and Vermont
SOUTHEAST REGION:
Florida, Georgia, North Carolina, South Carolina, and Virginia
SOUTHWEST REGION:
Alabama, Arkansas, Kentucky, Louisiana, Mississippi, Tennessee, and Texas
MID-WEST REGION:
Illinois, Indiana, Iowa, Michigan, Missouri, Ohio, Wisconsin, West Virginia, and Minnesota
WESTERN REGION :
Colorado, Kansas, Nebraska, New Mexico and Oklahoma
FAR WEST REGION:
Alaska, Arizona, California, Nevada, Utah and Washington

THE NATIONAL BAPTIST CONVENTION, USA, INC.
Dr. Jerry Young, President

CONGRESS OF CHRISTIAN EDUCATION
Dr. Elliott Cuff, President
Dr. Carl Washington, Jr., Dean

NATIONAL BAPTIST CONGRESS SCHOLARSHIP CHAIRPERSON
Dr. Robert Charles Scott (NC), Chairperson
1401 Allen Street, Charlotte, NC 28205
(704) 334-5309
E-Mail:congressscholarship@gmail.com

Please contact:
Chairperson: Dr. Robert Charles Scott for clarification of any questions
related to the completion of this application.

